
City of Port Colborne
Urban Forest Assessment & 

Management Plan



A roadmap that creates a shared vision for the future of 
Port Colborne’s tree canopy



Street & Park tree (partial) Inventory

Urban Forest Management Plan

Background Research

Communications & Engagement Strategy

Tree Canopy Study:     i-Tree Canopyi



W&A  Team

Pete Williams, W&A, Project Manager

John McNeil, MUFI, Project Coordinator, 
Strategic Planning

Mike Rosen, Consultation Michael Rosen-
Communications & Engagement

Peter Kuntz, Kuntz Forestry - UTC Canopy 
Analysis & Ecologist

Peter Simon, Tree City. City Building

Sheila Mayer. Communications, Graphics, 
Forestry Support





Windshield Survey



Locations of trees assessed 
in the Sample Inventory
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10 % Tree Canopy Cover

32 % Urban Forest Canopy Cover

23% of  the urban area is plantable space

$6.1 Million per year in ecological service value

How much Urban Canopy Cover does Port Colborne have?

i



Urban Forest Canopy Cover Comparision (%)
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SWOT  Analysis
Strengths Weaknesses

 Teamwork

 Attitude & energy

 Community support for this 
project

 Historically poor-quality City urban forest 
management Program

 No Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) in 
place across the Corporation (in development)

 Risk to public safety caused by lack of a systematic tree 
inspection program 

Opportunities Threats
 A new “tree attitude”

 Create green infrastructure 
policies

 Risk of not complying with the requirements of the Jobs 
and Prosperity Act by not having an asset management 
plan and tree inventory   

 Not in compliance with Municipal Act which requires a 
tree canopy policy
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Review Tree By-law 6175/01/15  &
Review Tree Installation Policy, 2007

● Do the by-law & policy promote good 
urban forest management practices?

● Do the by-law & policy conform to the 
City’s Official Plan?

● Do the by-law & policy support tree 
canopy goals?



Public Engagement 
& Communications Strategy

~ listen to the community & 
stakeholders



The City of Port Colborne recognizes and values the 
environmental, social, cultural, and economic contribution 
of the urban forest to our community. The City will, in 
partnership with its residents, businesses and 
stakeholders work to promote and increase urban forest 
coverage that is diverse, healthy and a sustained asset for 
future generations



Rate of annual decline in the tree 
canopy cover 

Urban forest is vulnerable

Tree canopy cover

Key Findings



Vegetation 
Resource

Community 
Framework

Resource 
Management 

Approach



Transition from reactive to proactive

Strategically plant more trees

How to Address Key Findings

Build staffing budget resource

Establish Policy Framework

Build towards a sustainable urban forest 



THANK YOU


