
2023 Sportsfest - Feb. 10-12, 2023
After a few years’ hiatus, SportsFest returns in Port Colborne, 
Feb. 10 - 12, 2023, for a weekend filled with sports and 
activities for all ages and interests across the city. Several 
local charities benefit too, with proceeds from various events 
donated to the Port Colborne Fire & Emergency Services Fire 
Prevention Program, Light of Day Foundation, and Special 
Olympics Ontario.
For more information and timing of each event, visit 
www.portcolborne.ca/SportsFest.

What’s happening this February: Family Day Closure - Monday, Feb. 20, 2023
Reminder that City offices and facilities will be closed, Monday, 
Feb. 20 for Family Day. City Hall staff will be available by 
phone, email, or in-person on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 8:30 a.m.
In the event of an emergency, such as water main breaks or 
winter control maintenance, emergency crews are on call for 
24 hour service. Call 905-835-2900 and press ‘9’.

Extended Bridge Closure - Feb. 27 - Mar. 10, 2023
During the winter pause in navigation, the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Management Corporation will undertake 
infrastructure renewal work as part of it’s annual investment 
program. 
From Feb. 27 to Mar. 10 the Clarence Street Bridge in Port 
Colborne will undergo bridge abutment work. The bridge will 
be closed to all vehicle traffic. One sidewalk will be available 
to pedestrians and cyclists.

Interim Tax Bills - Coming soon!
The interim tax bill will be mailed out by Feb. 7, 2023.
•	 Installment 1: Feb. 28, 2023
•	 Installment 2: April 28, 2023
* The interim tax bill is based on 50% of the previous year’s 
tax bills.



Ways to PORTicipate:
Vale Health & Wellness Centre
The Fall & Winter ice programs are back up and running at 
the Vale Health & Wellness Centre. To view the programs we 
have to offer and the schedule please visit 
www.portcolborne.ca/arenaschedule.

FREE Swim Instructor & Lifeguard 
Training with the Port Colborne 
YMCA
The YMCA is hiring swimmers 
(ages 16 years and up) and are 
providing FREE Swim Instructor 
and Lifeguard training at the 
YMCA of Niagara. 
To apply today, #jumpinwithus
https://ymcaofniagara.org/
careers/work-for-us/#apply
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FREE Public Skating
Thanks to our Community Sponsors, we are proud to announce 
the following FREE Public Skates in February at the Vale Health 
& Wellness Centre.
Upcoming dates include:
•	 Friday, Feb. 17 - 12-2 p.m.
•	 Monday, Feb 20 - 12-2 p.m.

Child and Youth Programs – 
Registration Starts Today
The YMCA is offering drop-in 
programs and registered skill-
based programs at our branches 
in Niagara Centre, Niagara 
West and Port Colborne.
For more details: https://
ymcaofniagara.org/programs/
health-fitness/child-and-youth/
programs/schedule/

Join Today with O Join Fee!
This February, let’s take that first step together towards a 
healthier you.
Starting something new can be hardest but most rewarding 
step. At the YMCA, we make the first splash the best splash, 
with a welcoming community that creates a sense of 
belonging and programs to get everyone feeling the benefits 
of movement.
Ready to take your first jump? Join the YMCA today.
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Heritage Week:
February 20-26 is Heritage Week! The Board of Management 
is pleased to announce that we are partnering with Sheila 
Maracle, Indigenous Support Advisor with District School 
Board of Niagara to host a drum making day at the Roselawn 
Centre during Heritage Week. Indigenous students from Port 
Colborne High School , Eastdale Secondary School, Welland 
Centennial Secondary School, and E. L. Crossley Secondary 
School will come together for a day of gathering, sharing and 
learning that encompasses sacred teachings.
In addition, to celebrate Heritage Week this year the Museum 
has chosen to focus on connecting to communities through 
conservation and research: 

En français SVP
Le musée historique et maritime 
de Port Colborne a reçu une 
bourse pour développer un 
projet d’histoire orale avec la 
communauté francophone de 
Port Colborne.  Je vais être à 
l’écoute de vos expériences.  De 
bonnes choses arrivent. 
Un changement a commencé! 
Le Musée historique et marin de 
Port Colborne est ravi d’avoir 
reçu une subvention pour un 
projet de recherche sur notre 
communauté francophone.
Si vous aimerez participer ou 
vous connaissez quelqu’un SVP 
contactez Christina Szymanis, la 
coordinatrice de développement 
au 905-834-7604 ou Christina.
Szymanis@portcolborne.ca

What to enjoy while we’re away:
The buildings in our heritage village may be closed but the 
Museum grounds are always open for a lovely winter walk! 
Enjoy the fresh air and historic sites as you stroll through.
Additionally, the Museum website also offers a variety of 
online exhibits to explore! Check out www.portcolborne.ca/
onlineexhibits to brush up on interesting local history.

Translation - The Port Colborne Historical and Marine 
Museum received a grant to develop an oral history project 
with the Francophone community of Port Colborne. I will be 
listening to your experiences. Good things happen.
A shift has begun! The Port Colborne Historical and Marine 
Museum is thrilled to have been given a grant for a research 
project on our francophone community.
If you would like to participate or know someone please 
contact Christina Szymanis, the Development Coordinator at 
905-834-7604 or Christina.Szymanis@portcolborne.ca.

Or, if you are looking to 
research you can still 
book an appointment at 
the L.R. Wilson Archives 
by calling 905-834-7604 
or emailing archives@
portcolborne.ca .

Recently, our Registrar, Katelynn 
Best, has been organizing and 
preparing to launch an artefact 
conservation workshop. Our 
team of volunteers from the 
Museum’s Building and Property 
Committee jumped at the 
opportunity to be our test group. 
If you are interested, stay tuned 
for further announcements! 



Want to stay up-to-date with the latest events at 
your Port Colborne Public Library?   
Subscribe to our Off the Shelf Newsletter at www.
portcolborne.ca/subcribe !
Hours of Service:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday, Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Holiday Hours:
The library will be closed: Monday, Feb. 20, 2023 (Family Day) 

Create our March Bookmark
During February, we are calling all kids 
to create a bookmark for the library. 
Make it at home or at the library—we’ll 
supply the paper. Submit your design 
by Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023 for a chance 
to be our featured artist for March. The 
theme is “I Love Reading.” Available in 
the Children’s Room. FREE. 
Story Time with Shelly
Friday, Feb. 17 & Saturday, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 
25 & 27, 2023, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Meet us in the Children’s Room every Saturday for a fun, free, 
family story time. 
All ages. Free. No registration required. 
Tot Time
Thursday, Feb. 9, 10:15 – 11 a.m. 
Enjoy stories, crafts, and a circle-time. For ages 2 to 5 
accompanied by a parent/caregiver. 
COST: $1 Pre-register.

Friday, Feb. 17, 2023, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Story Time with Shelly
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Story Time with Shelly
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023, 2 – 4 p.m.
Chalk Art - Stop by on Saturday afternoon to create a small 
piece of chalk art to take home! For all ages. No registration 
required. FREE.

Documentary Films
Monday, Feb. 27, 2023, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Join us for a screening and discussion of two documentary 
films: Inside Animal Minds: Dogs & Super Senses (2013, 54 
min.) & Inside Animal Minds: Bird Genius (2013, 54 min.) FREE. 
Freedom to Read Week
February 19 – 25, 2023 
Freedom to Read Week is an annual event 
that encourages Canadians to think 
about and reaffirm their commitment 
to intellectual freedom, which is 
guaranteed them under The Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Check 
out our book display in-person or 
through the online catalogue. Celebrate 
your freedom to read by enjoying a 
frequently challenged or banned book 
today. 

Family Day Long Weekend Activities
Friday, Feb. 17, 2023, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
We have exciting new additions to our Library of Things thanks 
to a generous donation from the Port Colborne Lions Club! 
Families are invited to drop by to try our Library of Things. For 
all ages. No registration required. FREE. 

Black History Month 2023
During Black History Month, people in Canada celebrate the 
many achievements and contributions of Black Canadians 
and their communities who have helped to make Canada the 
culturally diverse, compassionate, and prosperous nation it is 
today.
The Port Colborne Public Library celebrates Black History 
Month with book displays and an online carousel of suggested 
books on the library’s website.
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Water Service and Sewer Lateral Replacement Grants and Loan Program:
As part of the 2022 Water and Wastewater Budget, City Council approved a grant and loan program to assist residents with 
the cost to replace their water line and/or sewer line. As shown in the picture below, the City is responsible for the water 
and sewer lines extending from the watermain or sewermain in the road to your property line; however, property owners are 
responsible for the water and sewer lines that run from your property line to your home.

Why replace a Water or Sewer Line?
While the private water and sewer lines are the 
responsibility of the property owner, when any 
of the issues listed below become known on the 
section which is owned and maintained by the City, 
the City or one of their approved contractors, will 
repair or replace the City’s side of the line(s).
There are many different reasons a property owner 
may need to replace their water or sewer line:
•	 When a water or sewer line is found to be 

damaged, leaking, deteriorating, or is undersized
•	 If the water line is constructed with lead pipe

All residential property owners who receive a Water/Wastewater bill are eligible to apply for and receive the following 
grant(s) and/or loans:

Replacement Grants:

Water Line $1,000

Sewer Line $1,000

Water Line $1,000

Sewer Line $1,000

Replacement Loans:

If you are interested in learning more about the program and the eligibility requirements, please 
visit www.portcolborne.ca/watergrantsandloanprogram, scan the QR code, or request a hard copy 
information and application package by calling our Customer Service Representatives at 905-835-
2900 or by visiting City Hall.


